Single Sermon                                                                                                      March 25, 2007

MEETING JESUS IN BAGGAGE CLAIM
Introduction

· Illustration:  Warning – The top and doors of this vehicle are designed only to protect you from the elements.  They will not protect you from being discharged from the vehicle.  Please use your seatbelt. 
· How many of you have had to pack a bag recently?  How many have had to check a bag at the airport?  Illustrations:  A man sued United airlines for false advertising saying “you are never united with your baggage.”  A sign in a German airport read, “We will gladly send your bags in all directions.”   
· Question:  Do you have any baggage?  We have been trained to deny that we have baggage.  However, God reveals that some of our baggage is a gift of God to enable us to appreciate God’s grace, to glorify his name, and to share his truth.  
· Today, let’s consider five principles about BAGGAGE CLAIM.  
PRINCIPLE #1:  ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN HAVE BAGGAGE.  

Text:  1 Corinthians 15:  “For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.
Paul claims his baggage (I USED TO KILL CHRISTIANS)… even to a church like Corinth.  What baggage do we know about Corinth?  [not waiting on each other; legal papers; step-mother/son – HUGE MESS].  Why would Paul claim his own baggage when he would want to be authoritative?  Should he be so transparent?  

Everyone has a colorful/checkered background.  There are two kinds of people:  (1) those who claim their baggage, and (2) those who lie.  Text:  1 John 1:8 – “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.”
How do we claim we don’t have baggage?  Illustration:  When I go to the counter and they ask me:  “Do you have bags?”  My response is “No!”  Oh, this… this is not my baggage… this is my carry on… it’s not real baggage.  Look how easily I can maneuver… convenient handle… easy to disguise.  My carry on is baggage that I have learned to manage well.  
What does John say?  If you think you can lie and pretend, you are only deceiving yourself.  

So, despite having been trained to “hide our baggage,” you come to church to claim your baggage…not hide it!  

Illustration:  When we were kids what kind of clothes did we have in the closet?  Play clothes, school clothes, and church clothes.  What were we taught to do with our church clothes?  Keep them for church.  What happens when you get home from church?  Change into play clothes.  I am not saying there is anything wrong with “dressing up for church” – dressing up is appropriate for certain situations.  However, there is a danger of the play clothes/ church clothes thing:  it can cause the world to think that all the folks in church don’t have baggage.  Certainly, the church clothes hide a lot of things!

Text:  Genesis 3:7-10 -- Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, "Where are you?" He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid."

Why clothes?  They were hiding from God.  Playing hide and seek with God is an intelligence test.  God never asks questions to get information.  He wants them to say it out loud.  

Satan has great tools – shame, fear, hide!  Satan wants us to hide our baggage and treat it like it never existed.  Guess what?  Satan is not just working outside the church.  The church should be a place where I don’t have to worry about hiding my baggage because Jesus has paid for all of my sins.  

PRINCIPLE #2:  YOU CAN’T START YOUR JOURNEY UNTIL YOU CLAIM YOUR BAGGAGE.   
Text:  1 John 1:  “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.” 

God’s faithfulness and justice are not impacted by my sin.  If we confess our sins, he will purify us from all unrighteousness.  

Illustration:  In a children’s class the Bible class was about the prodigal son.  The teacher asked the question, “What do we have to do before we can be forgiven?”  A girl in the class said, “We’ve got to sin.”  Teacher:  “We’ll yea… but after that.”  We’ve go to confess!  But, did God already see me sin?  

Confession is not so that God will find out – he already knows!  Confession is part of the function of grace in our lives – you can’t start your journey until you claim your baggage.  

Illustration:  I have a colleague at the hospital that is a Catholic Priest.  He regularly takes confession from patients who are concerned about dying.  Sometimes we scoff at the Catholic “confessional” box.  But, what if we were asked, “How does your church do confession?”  Well, people come down to the front… everyone?... no, just a few… oh, they take turns?... well, no… when they feel like they have something to confess… when’s the last time you came to the front row… I realize we don’t have to come to the front row… but we do have to confess!

Text:  Matthew 9:10-13 – “While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's house, many tax collectors and "sinners" came and ate with him and his disciples. 11When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 'sinners'?"  12On hearing this, Jesus said, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13But go and learn what this means: 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.'[a] For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners."

The Pharisees asked, “What are you doing mingling with those “baggage folks”?  What is Jesus saying?  If I don’t claim my baggage, I can’t start the journey.  
PRINCIPLE #3:  IF YOU DON’T ID YOUR BAG, YOU CAN’T CLAIM IT.  

Illustration:  Important to have bag tags to ID your baggage… When our family travels, Debbie usually puts some flouresant ribbon on our bags… along with the tags.  

What happens when we ID our own past.  First, God gets the glory.  Text:  Ephesians 2:6-9:  6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast.  God’s mercy has no context if we don’t ID our baggage.  Second, Satan gets disarmed.  Satan is the accuser.  What happens to Satan when we ID our baggage?  Third, others hearts are opened.  Is there anyone here who wants to bring your rotten, disgusting problems before us all, why don’t you crawl down the aisle… if there is no one… then we can be dismissed to go to lunch.  Who wants to do that?  But, when it is done, it is amazing how it prompts others to open up their hearts.  Fourth, I get a break:  He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces them finds mercy. Proverbs 28:13.  
PRINCIPLE #4:  ONLY AFTER CLAIMING MY BAGGAGE, CAN I LET JESUS HELP ME.  
Text: Matthew 23:37 --  37"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing.
Why would you not be willing to say who you are?  Do you like the weight and exhaustion?  Or, do you not trust Jesus with your baggage?  

Where do you find Jesus?  In baggage claim!!!

PRINCIPLE #5:  ONLY THEN, CAN I PROCLAIM HIS GRACE AND MERCY WHEN I CLAIM MY OWN BAGGAGE.  
Text:  Romans 1:18 -- 18The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness,
We are nervous that someone might say, “You sure are a mess.”  Folks, we are a mess… that’s why we need a Messiah!  

God took a harsh, legalistic, Pharisee and made him a missionary.  

Paul said, “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.”  For Paul, it was not a cheap grace – “work harder.”  

When we claim our baggage, we understand GRACE!  We meet Jesus in baggage claim!

