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DREAMS AND GOALS

Making Wise Decisions #9

Illustration:  John Maxwell writes about the POWER OF A DREAM: “I believe each of us has a dream placed in the heart.  I’m not talking about wanting to win the lottery.  That kind of idea comes from a desire to escape our present circumstances, not to pursue a heartfelt dream.  I’m talking about a vision deep inside that speaks to the very soul.  It’s the thing we were born to do.  It draws on our talents and gifts.  It appeals to our highest ideals.  It sparks our feelings of destiny.  It is inseparably linked to our purpose in life.”  (The Success Journey – p 26)
As we continue our sermon series on “Making Wise Decisions,” let’s turn our attention to our dreams and goals.  I will focus on two issues:  how dreams become nightmares and how to pursue your dreams in a way that will please God.

HOW DOES A DREAM BECOME A NIGHTMARE?

First, it happens when we choose the wrong goals.  

Text:  Ecclesiastes 2:1-11:  I said to myself, "Let's go for it—experiment with pleasure, have a good time!"  But there was nothing to it, nothing but smoke.   What do I think of the fun-filled life? Insane! Inane!  My verdict on the pursuit of happiness… Who needs it?   With the help of a bottle of wine and all the wisdom I could muster, I tried my level best to penetrate the absurdity of life.  I wanted to get a handle on anything useful we mortals might do during the years we spend on this earth.   Oh, I did great things: built houses, planted vineyards,   designed gardens and parks and planted a variety of fruit trees in them,   made pools of water to irrigate the groves of trees.   I bought slaves, male and female, who had children, giving me even more slaves; then I acquired large herds and flocks, larger than any before me in Jerusalem.   I piled up silver and gold, loot from kings and kingdoms. I gathered a chorus of singers to entertain me with song, and—most exquisite of all pleasures— voluptuous maidens for my bed.   Oh, how I prospered! I left all my predecessors in Jerusalem far behind, left them behind in the dust.  What's more, I kept a clear head through it all.   Everything I wanted I took—I never said no to myself. I gave in to every impulse, held back nothing. I sucked the marrow of pleasure out of every task—my reward to myself for a hard day's work!   Then I took a good look at everything I'd done, looked at all the sweat and hard work.  But when I looked, I saw nothing but smoke.  Smoke and spitting into the wind.  There was nothing to any of it.  Nothing. 
Illustration:  Howard Hughes’ dream became a nightmare … he left an estate worth $ 2 billion and 400 human vultures showed up to claim it – it eventually went to twenty-two cousins on both sides of his family.

Second, it happens when we take the wrong path.  

Text:  Proverbs 14:12 – “There is a way that seems right to us, but in the end it leads to death.”  

Text:  Matthew 7:13-14 – “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.”
Illustration:  Chrysostom said, “The way is good if it is the way to a feast, even though it goes through a dark and miry lane.  If it goes to an execution it is not good, even though it goes                               through the fairest street of the city.  Not the way but the end is to be mainly considered!”
HOW DO YOU PURSUE YOUR DREAMS?  
First, you recognize that “just because you could does not mean you should!”
Illustration:  “More people are bitten by snakes while trying to let go of them than are bitten while trying to grab them.”  That is true of anything else than can destroy your life – easy to grab, hard to let go.”  Every addiction is easy to fall into and is next to impossible to break!  Everyone of us faces hundreds of options and myriads of choices.  Always remember, just because you can does not mean you should.

Text:  “What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?  Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matt. 16:26)

Text:  “So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am the one I claim to be and that I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me.”  (John …)  Jesus did nothing on his own, but only the will of His heavenly Father.  

Text:  “For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me” (John 6:38).  
Illustration:  Richard Foster -- “The fruit of the Spirit is not push, drive, climb, grasp, and trample. Don't let the rat-racing world keep you on its treadmill. There is a legitimate place for blood, sweat, and tears; but it should have its roots in the call of God, not in the desire to get ahead. Life is more than a climb to the top of the heap.” 
Second, dream big, but be realistic.
Bruce Wilkinson made Jabez famous with his “Prayer of Jabez” book.  Jabez dreamed big, “Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, “Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my territory!  Let you hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain.” And God granted his request.”  

Illustration:  F.B. Meyer wrote, “You do not test the resources of God until you attempt the impossible.”  
Text:  “He who works his land will have abundant food, but the one who chases fantasies will have his fill of poverty” (Proverbs 28:19).

Text:  “For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you” (Romans 12:3) 

Illustration:  In a Leadership journal article, John Koessler wrote, “I must face the painful possibility that my ambition may exceed my gifts.”  Leadership, Vol. 13, no. 3.

Third, feed your faith, not your fear.
Text:  1 Peter 5:6-7 -- Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.  Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.”  It is interesting that Peter wrote that passage.  He was the only disciple to ever walk on water (Matt. 14:22-23).  Consider these observations from Peter:  (1) Our best qualities can ruin us – Peter could have drowned because he was Peter… all the other disciples were safe in the boat… they were men of common sense and they knew the difference between land and water… Peter was impulsive and headstrong; (2) It is possible to sink in familiar surroundings – Peter probably knew every inch of that lake; (3) It is possible to sink while obeying Christ – Peter began to sink while walking the path of obedience; (4) Fear will cause you to sink – He took his eyes off Jesus and focused on the wind and the waves.  
Illustration:  It has been said:  “Obstacles are what you see when you take your eyes off the goal!”  Let’s add:   “The bottom of the lake is what you see when you take your eyes off Jesus!”

Fourth, make sure you are a life-long learner.  
Do you remember when life was simple?  When all that you needed to learn was how to shoot marbles?  

Joseph is a perfect example of a life-long learner.   At the end of Joseph’s story, he is reunited with his brothers and his father.  However, that happy reunion did not happen overnight.  When Joseph was 17 he was given prophetic dreams that resulted in betrayal by his brothers and slavery in Egypt.  In the span of 13 years, Joseph was thrown into a pit, sold into slavery, tempted by Potiphar’s wife, thrown into prison, and forgotten and left to rot in prison.  However, what was intended for evil, God fashioned for good.  At the age of 30, Joseph became Pharaoh’s right hand man.  God prepared Joseph to save many lives, including the lives of God’s chosen people.  When God prepares a man or woman, he does not use our methods.  When we want to prepare a man we send him to Princeton… when God prepares a man he sends him to prison.  Joseph went from the prison to a palace because he refused to wallow in self pity, he refused to allow his circumstances to victimize him, and he refused to compromise his integrity.  He was a life-long learner – living out his imagination, not just his memory.  

Being a life-long learner means allowing God to not only plant the dream in your spirit but also allowing God to refine both the dream and dreamer.   David Seamands writes:  “God plants dreams within you to fulfill His purposes, but the dreams need the test of time and maturity.  The dreams need refining and at times, redesigning.  God does not remove the dreams, but He refines both dreams and dreamer.  God does not tamper with dreams, but He does temper the dreamer. Just as God is in the dreams, so He is with you in the refining process. To reshape your unrealistic dreams, to restore your broken dreams, to realize your delayed dreams,  so that His purposes and your dreams can be fulfilled.” 

