United We Stand                                                                                                       August 5, 2007
THE LORD’S PRAYER

John 17:1-26

Introduction:  

· Intercessory prayer – closing prayer (ends personal instructions and makes their way to Geth – prayed in front of the apostles… they heard the desires of Jesus’ heart   

· Text:  John 17:1-26

Jesus Prays for Himself 

· The first movement of this prayer was personal and for himself.  
· It was a plea for strength to endure and complete the task.  
· It was a plea for his consecration and a request for God’s glory and will to be done.  
· Jesus’ glorification of the father meant humble obedience – to the point of death.

· Jesus understood what lay ahead of him – Gethsemane, injustice, humiliation, abandonment, cruelty, and death.  
· Yet, he saw the Cross as an honor rather than an embarrassment or failure.  
· His ultimate instance of surrender/obedience qualified him to be the Savior:  “Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him…” (Heb. 5:8,9).  
· Eternal life was in the near future.
Jesus Prays for His Disciples

· He prayed for the twelve apostles:  Simon, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Judas, Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot.  
· “Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”  
· More important than ever for them to be ONE.  
· His departure would initially “unglue” them:  “But a time is coming, and has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home…” (John 16:32).  No longer be present to bring them back together.  
· He was not leaving them alone -- would empower and support them through the Holy Spirit’s presence and ministry.  
· Pleads that the Father would protect them so that they could abide in the UNITY that exists with God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.  
· Prayed for their protection from the Evil One – Satan.  
· Under assault from the Evil One 
· His Word:

· Set them apart

· World would hate them because of it -- “I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus” (Rev. 1:9). 
· Prayed for them “set apart in truth” before a watching world.  
· Called for a purpose – to testify about Jesus.  
· Placed them smack dab in the middle of the world – a dangerous, hostile, and unholy world.  
· May they march to the beat of a different drummer by exhibiting the presence of the Spirit as they imitate Jesus’ own God honoring lifestyle.  
Jesus Prays For Us
· Prayed for those who would be second-, third-, and later generation believers
· Looked far beyond the upper room– those of us who would be Christians in 2007

· He prayed for us -- that the Father would give us the same UNITY that abides in God, Jesus, the Spirit, and the Apostles.  
· Unity of God’s people can never be fabricated by man; it must be generated by the Spirit of God.  
· “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one hope when you were called—one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all” (Eph. 4:3,4). 
· The pattern for the unity of believers is unlike anything else on earth. 
· Nothing less than the unity of the Father and Son. 
· Not merely a unity of organization, purpose, feeling, or affection

· Just as the Father is in the Son and the Son in the Father… 

· Christians are drawn to one another because they are drawn to a common center, Jesus Christ Himself. 
· Jesus prayed that "they would be in us." For that is the source of the power of that unity.
· Everybody who knows the Father through Jesus has been prayed for 
· To experience unity with one another 
· Gift of the HS:  “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink” (1 Cor. 12:13).  
· God has made us ONE in Christ.  
· Our concern is to keep this unity by allowing the love of Christ 
· to cover a multitude of sins, 
· to accept differing opinions, and 
· to bear with personality peculiarities.  

So What? For the Sake of Salvation
· God oriented each of us with some degree of difference and separation from each other.  
· Unity is more than agreement/being cookie cutter sameness. 

· Similar to the covenantal oneness of a husband and wife. 
· Focal point:  Jesus (who he is, what he accomplished, what he authorizes)
· Toleration/acceptance on other issues

· Unity does not require uniformity. 
· The basis of our unity is our membership in Christ. 
· Jesus’ intent – believers be united – the world take notice of HIM.  
· Unity:  we proclaim the fullness of God/give credibility to the message of Jesus.  
· Sectarian judgments defy the desire of Jesus and distort the mission of the church. 
· Sectarian division:  self-willed people advocate doctrines and rally people 
· Formed loyalties and separate by distinguishing themselves with a new name

· Draw up distinctives in the form a creed (written or oral)

· No longer just Christians… they were Christians of a certain variety.  
· Sectarianism occurs when we make ourselves “referees of truth.”  
· God’s truth is infallible – our perception of truth is fallible 

· Results in sectarian differences

· Need to admit …

· Our limited grasp of the truth 
· Strong convictions don’t have to be carried with an ugly, hypercritical attitude toward people with whom you disagree.  
· Arrogance has slain the faith of enough people… lay down the weapons of judgmental arrogance for the sake of seeking Christ and finding our identity in him.
Conclusion


Illustration:  1994, Rwandan genocide, 800,000 people died, 100 days; Hutu majority killed the Tutsi minority; 1998, Philip Gourevitch told of an incident at a boarding school in Gisenvi – 150 Hutus raided a Belgian boarding school and killed seventeen schoolgirls; ordered them to separate themselves – Hutus from Tutsis; students refused and declared that they were simple Rwandans   

May God bring the day when the Body of Christ will experience a UNITY that is larger than our religious tribalism and fratricidal conflict. A day when more and more people will say we are simply Christians.  A day when the world will know we are Christians by our love!  

