United We Stand                                                                                                          July 29, 2007

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE LIVE IN UNITY?
Psalm 133:1-3
Introduction:  UNITED WE STAND, DIVIDED WE FALL -- These words were penned in a song by a man named John Dickinson in what is called “The Liberty Song” (1768):  “Then join hand in hand, brave Americans all!  By uniting we stand, dividing we fall.”  Illustration:  It’s been said that when our founding fathers signed the Declaration of Independence, Benjamin Franklin stood up and said, “Gentlemen, now we must all hang together, or surely we shall all hang separately.”  

When Jesus was accused of casting out demons by the spirit of Beelzebub, Jesus said, ““Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or household divided against itself will not stand” (Matt. 12:25).  The principle has always been true!  

Yet, we have found UNITY to be elusive.  The #1 reason most Christian ministries failed isn’t persecution, political turmoil, environmental hardships, or lack of funds – it is a failure to get along with other believers.  It is also the #1 reason why people leave churches – they’ve had a run-in with someone, harsh words are spoken, and instead of trying to reconcile, they leave the church.  Lack of UNITY can destroy all we seek to accomplish for God.  We need to pray for one another, avoid gossip, appreciate our diversity, mend fences if necessary, repent of divisiveness, and refuse to get distracted over divisive issues.  

Text:  The Psalmist declared:  “How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity! It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, running down on Aaron’s beard, down upon the collar of his robes. It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the LORD bestows his blessing, even life forevermore” (Psalm 133).  
Consider the Psalmist’s words:  
First, God promises that UNITY produces all things good and pleasant.  When brothers don’t live in unity it is everything but good and pleasant. Disunity in a church makes God’s enemies smile because in time the lack of unity will destroy the work of God. 

This past week a few of us were talking about how the secular work environment is often filled with complaints, bickering, anger, and non-cooperation.  We have come to expect this kind of environment in the world.  However, Christians who are bonded together by the blood of Jesus are called to live better than the world.  {Example of the Philippian church}
· It is not acceptable to contend with each other:  “Conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.  Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel…” (Phil. 1:17).  “I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to agree with each other in the Lord.  Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow, help these women who have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel…” (Phil. 4:2,3).  
· It is not acceptable to complain and argue:  “Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and deprave generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life…” (Phil. 2:14-16).  

· It is not acceptable to be self-willed:  “For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 2:21).  
· It is not acceptable to act like the world:  “For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ.  Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame.  Their mind is on earthly things.  But our citizenship is in heaven” (Phil. 3:18-20).  

Illustration:  a airplane instructor told a story just before he and his student lifted off; he said that there was a student and an instructor doing exactly what they were about to do and they crashed the plane immediately after take off; the investigation revealed that the instructor had pushed and bent the yoke forward while the student had pulled and bent the yoke backward; their force in opposing directions had crashed the plane.

So, 
· how are we going to live and serve God in this congregation?  
· The choice is ours.  
· If we decide to come together in unity, there is no limit to what can be accomplished – it will be good and pleasant all around.  

Second, God promises that in UNITY God pours out His Spirit in abundance.  The anointing oil of the Psalm was poured on the head of the Levites as they lead worship symbolizing the Spirit of God.  It produced a very pleasant smell all over the Temple.  The Psalmist speaks of the abundance of oil – running down their heads into their beards, dripping on their garments – it was abundant and lavish.  

When God’s people come together in UNITY, the Spirit of God is poured out in abundance – 
· it fills the air with fragrance, 
· it gets all over everything, 
· it is pervasive and impossible to overlook.  
Resources may be tight, but the Spirit of God can be abundant in UNITY.  The music may be simple and meager, but when we worship God in UNITY, the sweet smell of our service rises to the very nostrils of God.  

#421:  There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord; There are sweet expressions on each face, And I know they feel the presence of the Lord…

What creates the lack of abundance – disunity!  Does disunity limit the Spirit’s move into the community of believers?  Common sense says that UNITY allows an abundance of the Spirit.  .  

So… 

· let’s seek unity…

· let’s ask God to fill us…

· let’s unite together to lay down our lives for each other and to seek the good of others first…

· let’s bring an end to the power of evil to weaken and destroy our testimony…

· let’s come together in unity and watch the Spirit of God fly us to our destiny. 

Third, God promises that in UNITY we will exist in a growing and nourishing environment.   Mt. Hermon is the snow covered, tallest point in Palestine.  It is the source of the Jordan River.  When the blistering heat of summer oppresses, the people find cooling refreshment on Hermon’s heights.  Like a tree planted by the water, Hermon promises a nourishing environment.  


· When unity is present, the environment is one of growth and nourishment.  
· People are filled and blessed and joyful when unity pervades.  
· The promise is that the Lord bestows his blessing when the people of God are united.  

Does disunity destroy the nourishing environment of a church?  
· It always has, and it always does!  
· Disunity dries up the stream of water that the tree grows in. 
· It keeps captives bound in sin. 
· It keeps families in crisis and distress. 
· It allows unbelievers to live undisturbed and unaware of their condition. 

So…

· Unity has to be one of the churches highest values. 
· Don’t allow anyone to divide us. 
· Refuse to listen to negative and destructive accusations. 
· Learn to love all the brothers and sisters and to prefer them to your selfishness. 
· For, unity brings even life forevermore. 

CONCLUSION

· Unity is very valuable to God’s church.  
· Seek it at all costs.  
· If Satan has deceived you and caused you to be filled with destructive divisiveness – run to Jesus for help!   
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