More Abundant
Scripture Reading- John 10: 7-10
I. The boring Christian-

a. Could there be anything less attractive than the portrayal of Evangelical Christianity?
i. Christianity Today reports that - “Today on American college and high school campuses, the name most associated with the word Christian—other than Jesus—is not the Pope or Mother Teresa or even Billy Graham. Instead, it's a goofy-looking guy named Ned Flanders on the animated sitcom known as The Simpsons.” *
ii. TV. References- Flanders, MacDougall Family, House M.D.
iii. How much do we add to the mix?

b. How do we describe ourselves as evangelicals?

i. Attend church

ii. Avoid- alcohol, gambling, bad language, etc.

iii. Certain political beliefs- pro-life, pro-family etc.

1. What are we winning people to with this?

2. Are we selling the Christian life short?
II. The more abundant life- The Experiences

a. Review John 10:7-10
i. Living a life like Christ might include  *
1. challenging the establishment- ruffling feathers

a. To Jesus this was challenging lawyers, scholars, priests, etc. 

2. interacting with the worldly
a.  tax collectors, extortionists, criminals and pagans
3. ministering to the diseased, crippled, mourning, homeless

4. being at the beck and call of God’s whim- examples (Ben’s Statement, missionaries, millionaires, etc)  *
ii. How could this be portrayed as boring?

1. The example of the pew-potato

2. Jesus fish, WWJD, T-shirt Christianity
b. The Wellspring of life- John 4:13-14  *
i. What is welling up within you?

ii. Luke 19:36-40 – The stones will cry out… if we can’t cry out in praise and worship what does that say about our hearts compared to the stones?
III. The more abundant life- Faith in action
a. Take faith beyond a concept- it’s not what I know, it’s what I do

i. From academic pursuit to experiential practice

1. Matthew 5:21-47- You have heard it said… but I tell you to do_____.

2. Jesus moves us from understanding to doing

3. Hebrews 11- by faith ___ did ___.

ii. My faith is not practiced in church but is lived in the world

iii. Gospel According to Starbucks Excerpt p.87
iv. Titus 3:14- those in need do not want your knowledge- they want the helpful, not the knowledgeable, they want your action, not your plan.
IV. Get a life… a more abundant life  *
a. Matthew 16:25- take up that cross

i. Diving in will make me a Ned Flanders, nerd to the world goody two-shoes or- will I finally experience the more abundant life.
Invitation
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