Heaven Series                                                                                                  September 23, 2007

HEAVEN ON EARTH
Introduction
· “He has also set eternity in the hearts of men” (Ecclesiastes 3:11) – There are time, especially on the hard days, that we start thinking about heaven.  We long to hear, “Well, done, good and faithful servant.”  
· Problem:  when we think of heaven “out there” as a reward, we probably think too small.  There is a need to expand our vision of what heaven really is.  

· The Bible speaks of heaven in several different ways:

· Sky, clouds as distinct from the ‘terra ferma” (earth)
· The “other worldly abode” of God – His dwelling place; His throne; A place -- “God of heaven”; “God,  maker of heaven and of earth” – OLD TESTAMENT

· Fulfillment of all God’s purposes for creation 
· Limited view of heaven equates the “other worldly abode” of God with the “fulfillment of God’ purposes for creation 

· Not just a place to be taken to when we die (OT doesn’t talk about being taken up to be with God) 

· Fulfillment of God’s eternal purposes:  there will come a day when God’s reign will be established – speaks of the “kingdom of heaven” – not merely as a place, but as a fulfillment of God’s purposes 
Text:  Isaiah 2:1-5:  In the last days the mountain of the LORD's temple will be established as chief among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. Many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths." The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He will judge between the nations  and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares  and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. Come, O house of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the LORD.

· Where God’s reign has been established; 
· Where we learn to walk in the paths of the Lord; 
Text:  “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near” (Matthew 3:2); “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3); “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:10); “I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it. For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John” (Matthew 11:11-13); 

· Kingdom of heaven – not a far off place but the established REIGN of God 

· If heaven is just a PLACE… then Jesus’ words don’t make sense 

· If heaven is just a PLACE… the call would have been “to wait”; instead it was “to repent” – he calls them to ‘turn around and live a different way’ -- Why? – kingdom of heaven is coming – Jesus is bringing the REIGN of God to the earth 
· Jesus focused on two things:

· To help people understand what the REIGN of heaven was like…

· To help people make the choice to live in that REIGN

· Parables:  short stories that gave a picture of the REIGN of God

· “The kingdom of heaven is … like a man who sold good seed in his field… like a mustard seed… like yeast… like treasure hidden in a field…like a merchant looking for fine pearls… like a net… like a king who wanted to settle his debts… like a landowner who went out to hire men… like a king who prepared a wedding banquet…” 

· Designed to teach us what the REIGN of God looks like – where grace is rewarded…greed is not; where strangers stop to help strangers on the side of the road…it’s a way of life! 

· Jesus did prepare a PLACE for us:  John 14:1-3:  “In my Father’s house are many rooms… I am going there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you.  I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am…” place Jesus prepared for us; 

· Mansion – misunderstand the point Jesus is making; inherently selfish – hope it has a hot tub, pools, big yard, butler – not the point, not a self indulgence wish fulfillment… 
· Where is this place?  in God’s house; 
· What’s the best thing I (Jesus) can offer you?  -- to live in the house of the Lord forever; life lived by God’s rules are the best ever… not about the place but about the LORD

· What’s so special about the place?  where Jesus is going to be – we will be with him

Text:  “Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body” (Philippians 3:19-21).

· Live differently – eagerly await a Savior – the LORD

· Lordship of Christ and the renewal of heaven:  “by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control” 
· Illustration:  Philippi – Roman colony (kick everyone out, bring in Roman citizens, direct citizens of Rome, every region had one city that was loyal, strategy for empire control);
· Citizens of heaven -- kingdom of heaven is not just a place you will someday go to, but it is now… it is a REIGN NOW… 
· What is the kingdom of heaven like?  

· Indwelling of the Spirit of God

· Forgiveness of the blood of Jesus

· Living the way God meant it to be:  

· 1st law – love the lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind; 
· 2nd law – love your neighbor – that’s what you are going to be doing in the kingdom of heaven 

· Kingdom of priests:  serving in God’s kingdom; you will have work to do to that brings blessing to God and to others

CONCLUSION:  Why does this matter for us today?  
· Caution:  “Well, I’m glad I’m going to heaven, but… for now, I’m going to live for me… build barns, and then bigger barns… save up as much as I could possibly use and then some…”

· If he “kingdom of heaven” is the establishment of the REIGN of God NOW… don’t I trust that God’s will is for me to “store up treasures in heaven” not just for me, in the here and now! 

· You can begin to experience heaven right now! … long before it is a PLACE to live
· “If anyone is in Christ… he is a new creation …” NOW

· If you choose to live under the REIGN of heaven, Jesus is already with you – “foretaste of glory divine”

· In Christ, your “eternal life” has already begun… and is available TODAY!
· You need to REIGN of heaven in your life TODAY  
PAGE  
1

