Heaven Series                                                                                                           October 7, 2007

WILL WE KNOW PEOPLE IN HEAVEN?
INTRODUCTION

· Illustration:  81% believe in heaven but not many know much about it; Scripture gives us glimpses of heaven:
· Heaven is HOME, HOPE, HIM

· Heaven is “the kingdom of heaven” on earth – the reign of God

· Today, I want to invite you to dinner.  
· A banquet sponsored by God…

· A festive celebration of life and salvation…

· A meal attended by God’s holy people and honored with the presence of God…

· The Old Testament speaks of it as the “consummation” when God destroys death and renews his communion with his people.
Text:  6 On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples,    a banquet of aged wine— the best of meats and the finest of wines.  7 On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; 8 he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove the disgrace of his people from all the earth. The LORD has spoken. 9 In that day they will say, "Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. This is the LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation."  Isaiah 25:6-9
· The New Testament speaks of it as “new heaven and new earth” where there will be a “wedding celebration” between Christ and the church.
Text:  1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 2And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them, 4and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away."  Revelation 21:1-4 

· Jesus would speak of it as a table meal:  

Text:  “I say to you that many will come from east and west, and recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven… Matt. 8:22

· God will spread the messianic banquet for his people in the new heaven and new earth.  All of his people from all nations will sit down with each other to enjoy fellowship with their God and with each other.  It will be a covenant meal in which God will fully dwell with his people and will commune with his people at a table forever.  One day, we will sit around God’s table –the ultimate expression of intimacy and fellowship.  
· Illustration:  In The Five People You Meet in Heaven, Mitch Albom tells a fictional albeit inspirational tale of Eddie, an elderly amusement park worker who dies thinking he was a nobody on earth.  He wakes up in heaven to learn that the first stage of heaven is where you meet five people who were affected by your life.  The story got a lot of people thinking about heaven even though the book never mentions God.  

· Who would you like to be at the table?  What would happen if you could invite some folks to sit down and share the meal in heaven?  Who would you invite? 

· Family:  Mamaw… Papaw… Jack…Debbie… Megan & Peter… Aleithea 

· 1st Chair:  Perhaps, we would invite some of our favorite Bible characters:
· Moses (what did that bush look like?; what did you think when the Red Sea opened up?; how did you keep from killing the Israelites when they complained so much?; oh, yea, do you talk like Charlton Heston?
· David (thanks for letting your life be on display so that I can be a man after God’s own heart?; what’s the original tune to Psalm 23?)
· Adam (when you saw Eve, what was your pick up line?; do you have a belly button?)
· Question:  Will we know people who are in heaven? 
· Are we disembodied ghosts floating around in heaven?; 
· Influence of Plato:  all matter/physical things is bad/evil; 

· Cristo-platonism – when I die I come apart from my body and my spirit floats around and my body rots for ever…; I am just a soul crawling around in this seashell of a body (hermit crabs)… 

· Scripture says that we were created (body, soul, spirit) in God’s image body… God said that it was good…

· We are created with an individual personality that will always be YOU!  

· Luke 16:22   "The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side…” … 
· Rev. 21:  “whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life…” “… names are recorded in heaven"  

· Job 19:25-27:  “As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last He will take His stand on the earth. Even after my skin is destroyed, yet from my flesh I shall see God; whom I myself shall behold, and whom my eyes will see and not another. My heart faints within me!”  

· Transfiguration (Matt. 17) --  Moses and Elijah  

· Community in heaven:  where everyone knows your name!

· 2nd Chair:  What about our wheel chair bound friends?  
· Represents all of the physical, mental, and emotional ailments that incapacitate and confine us

· What does the Bible teach us about our bodies?
· We will be transformed – “For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.” (Romans 8:20f) 
· Incredible:  in the twinkling of an eye… a glorified improvement 
· Jesus was the proto-type:  1 Cor. 15:35 – look at what Jesus looked like in his resurrection… first body – perishable, starts to rot; second body – imperishable; 15:52 – all will be changed;  Philippians 3:21:  “who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself; 1 John 3:2 – when he appears we will be like him…
· What about the wheel chair – all things will be new!  
· Illustration:  Acts 3 – healing of the crippled man – got up, walking, leaping and praising God – kicked his heals and worshipped

· What will happen in heaven?  “LOOK AT ME, WOW!”  no more MS, PMS, Dialysis, Leukemia, Cancer, cataracts, depression, bipolar, diabetes … all is rehabbed and made new

· Illustration:  Ruby Hickman – no use for that wheel chair; 
· 3rd Chair:  What about the one person you are not sure about?  

· You don’t want to go to heaven without them…

· God desires you to ask Him to do his thing and bring them there… desires you to be willing to let Him use you … the goal of our faith is to bring them with us…

· 4th Chair:  What about the “high chair?”  
· Part of the human family but marked with the curse… 
· Can you imagine what it would be like to be reunited with a child… no disappointment… there is no more separation…?
· 5th Chair:  Will we remember our relationships on earth?
· “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.” 1 Thess. 4; is there a compelling reason why not?

·  “Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us…” Heb. 12:1 – cheering us on, pleased with the choices you make… heaven rejoices when a person comes to Christ (how, if they can’t see what’s happening)

· 6th Chair:  JESUS… the one we are most homesick for… 
