KEEPING THINGS SIMPLE
Back to school! These words don’t sound the best, but reality is something that we all have to face whether it’s school, work, people or whatever.  Let’s encourage our children to remain faithful to God as they head back to school.  
WHAT EVER HAPPENED?
Our students will be returning to a battle ground – one that is not simply for ‘reading, writing, and arithmetic.’  It is a battle ground for political and religious views, often deemed the “cultural war.”  Our schools are also the on-going battlefields for school violence, bullying, teen pregnancy, and drug and alcohol abuse.  

The concern is that children have a natural curiosity of the world around them.  Often, the challenges around them threaten their ability to remain faithful to God.  So, what example can we give our children to keep their faith intact?  

The record of Daniel offers straightforward examples of being faithful despite being on a battlefield that isn’t supportive of faith.  
First, refuse to do what is wrong.  If you could summarize teen culture in one phrase it would be:  “limitless choices with immediate gratification.”  Consider these choices:  music – a teen can download any song from any genre in seconds; movies- can be ordered on TV or your computer- no trip to the video store and almost no limit to choices; beverages—non-fat, half caf, mocha latte.  In this environment thousands of choices are made with only seconds to consider the results.  The true question we have to ask- would I make the right choice in the face of pressure?
· Daniel 3:14-18:  
· Right & Wrong decisions:  made under tremendous pressure.  
· How?  Uncommon trust – “But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”

· What grounded them in this trust?

· Scripture – 2 Timothy 3:14 (1st & 2nd commandments)

· Exile and persecution -- blatant affront of their faith certainly evoked some resistance/rebellion against the king… 
· Where do we fail?  -- subtle temptations are where we fall.
· ????

· ????

· ????
· Daniel 1:5-8- Not all teens are faced with the major pressures of sex, drugs, alcohol, or illegal behavior, it is sometimes the more subtle temptations of bullying, cheating, or wearing immodest fashions.  Daniel maintained his integrity refusing to compromise his faith-standards when presented with subtle temptations in dietary restrictions.
· Resolve to do what is right- Daniel prays
· Character of our resolve:  

· Unflinching conviction:  Dan. 3:17,18

· Sacrificial allegiance:  Dan. 3:28

· Zealous dedication to righteousness:  Dan. 6:4,

· Who are you when no one’s looking?

· What you do predictably demonstrates character…

· What you are as you struggle… yields character…

· What you are becoming testifies to character…

· Daniel 6:3-10- Verse 4 shows us that Daniel refused to do no wrong, and therefore no one could find an accusation against him.  Moreover, when there is pressure to shift into neutral and not worship or honor God, Daniel continues to do what is right and practice his faith.  The result is the same king who demanded worship makes testimony to God in verses 26 and 27.  Being Godly in our actions provides others with the opportunity to come to know God.  We can (as Philippians says), “prove ourselves to be blameless and innocent, Children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world.  Or as some translations say, you shine like stars in the universe. (Philippians 2:15).
2. THE UNFAIR RESPONSIBILITY. 
· The call to be “light” in a dark work can seem unfair – why me?; why do I have to different from everyone else?; why do I have to be light for someone’s else?  
· Means swimming upstream, not floating (includes trial, teasing, persecution) 
· Means exercising self-discipline

· Means watching others – “You are right, O God, and you set things right. I can't argue with that. But I do have some questions: Why do bad people have it so good? Why do con artists make it big? You planted them and they put down roots. They flourished and produced fruit. They talk as if they're old friends with you, but they couldn't care less about you. Meanwhile, you know me inside and out. You don't let me get by with a thing!” (The Message, Jeremiah 12:1)

· Easy to become cynical and jaded:  John 21:18-22

· Peter would die a martyr…

· “Lord, what about him?” (John)

· “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?  You must follow me” (John 21:22) 
· These feelings are at the very heart of Hebrews when we read, “For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. (Hebrews 4:15).  This passage should bring us comfort when faced with exams, peer-pressure, self-consciousness, and the other uncomfortable situations of adolescence.  Our courage comes from the example of Christ who, “endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and loose heart.”  (Hebrews 12:3).  
· When things in life become complex, we can keep things simple by remembering to avoid the wrong and do the right as we follow the example of Jesus.
Conclusion

“Summing up: Be agreeable, be sympathetic, be loving, be compassionate, be humble. 

That goes for all of you, no exceptions. No retaliation. No sharp-tongued sarcasm.
Instead, bless—that's your job, to bless. You'll be a blessing and also get
 a blessing. 
Whoever wants to embrace life and see the day fill up with good, Here's what you do: 

Say nothing evil or hurtful; Snub evil and cultivate good; run after peace for all
 you're worth. 
God looks on all this with approval, listening and responding well to what he's asked; But
 he turns his back on those who do evil things.  

If with heart and soul you're doing good, do you think you can be stopped? 
Even if you suffer for it, you're still better off. 
Don't give the opposition a second thought. 
Through thick and thin, keep your hearts at attention, in adoration 

before Christ, your Master. 
Be ready to speak up and tell anyone who asks why you're living the way you are, and
 always with the utmost courtesy. 
Keep a clear conscience before God so that when people throw mud at
 you, none of it will stick. 
They'll end up realizing that they're the ones who need a
 bath. 
It's better to suffer for doing good, if that's what God wants, 
than to be punished for doing 
bad. 
That's what Christ did definitively: suffered because of others' sins, the
 Righteous One for the unrighteous ones. 
He went through it all—was put to death and then made


alive—to bring us to God.  

The Message, 1 Peter 3:8-18
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